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Dear Members,

It is usual for my letter
to you at this time of
the year to look back
and reflect on the past
year. I choose this time
to look forward
i n s t e a d . T h e
foundation that we

built together will not just move us
forward but push us into the future.At the
Annual Meeting at the end of April at
which time we will be meeting for the
110th time as an organization,I will
provide you with an Annual Report that
will detail the achievements of every
department and every volunteer who
signed onto this team with me two years
ago. It's been an exciting time, and it is
clear that we have established ourselves as
one of the premier women's organizations
in Pennsylvania.Following the resolutions
of our National organization,we have
created cutting edge programming and

services in advocacy and in community
service. We have programs that no one
else has, advocate for those most
vulnerable in our society in a way that no
one else does,and established ourselves as
reputable, dependable and responsible
partners to our government,social service
and corporate collaborators.

Internally, we are looking to the future.As
we bid an emotional goodbye to our
Executive Director, Ruth Garf inkel, we
are filled with gratitude that her leadership
provided Section with an extraordinary
foundation.As a role model,she taught us
to look forward and work tir elessly for
women and women's rights. She
represented the best of our new
brand…compassionate, courageous and
powerful, and by far…she is a thinker and
doer. Our selection of Cynthia Busis as
our next Executive Director gives us
reason to believe that we will continue to
be cutting edge and courageously take
progressive stands on such issues as child

welfare, women's rights,and reproductive
freedoms. Cindy's background and
experience is a mirror image of our
mission. Informed by Jewish values to
meet the mission,she - as we - recognizes
that these values have universal appeal.

I am sad to leave and even have separation
anxiety. However, the Section's selection
of Judy Gr eenwald Cohen to become
its 44th President is a moving and
meaningful endorsement of its health,its
vision, and its faith in the future. Judy
brings every skill imaginable to her new
role and shares the belief that the most
effective place for women to turn their
beliefs into action is at NCJW.

I am proud of the achievements we've
known as a team,and I will use our
challenges as building blocks to future
success.Thank you for the chance to be
your President.

Lynette 

I am delighted to
introduce myself to
you as the new
executive director of
National Council of
Jewish Women,
Pittsburgh Section. I
could not be more
proud or more excited
for the opportunity to

be an integral part of the one of the finest
non-profit agencies anywhere. My
involvement with NCJW, Pittsburgh
Section began about eighteen years ago,
when I became a life member and served
for a while on the board, working with
such wonderful women as Pinky
Lebovitz, Patty Hour vitz, Carol
Williams, Mer rille W eissman, and
many others (note to the "old-timers":
that baby girl I used to bring and put on
the floor to play during meetings starts
Wellesley College in the fall!).In coming
full-circle, back to NCJW in this capacity, I
have come home.

Our organization is like no other.We put
our voice, our talents,our passion,our
hands-on efforts,and our hearts right out

there,wherever needed in the community,
often even before the community realizes
it needs us.NCJW manifests in the most
direct and significant way the Jewish
mandate, tikkun olam. We are not afraid as
individuals or as an organization to
advocate for what is right-for women,for
children, for families,for democracy and
justice-and to put our words into action.
National Council of Jewish Women
spreads the message of what Judaism and
Jewish values really are about, far and
wide. My goal is to work in partnership
with the leadership and facilitate our
efforts to expand even further our voice
and our work-and to make sure that
everyone in the Jewish and greater
Pittsburgh communities and beyond know
that we are the "go to" organization for
meaningful social action and community
service.

As I look forward to all that awaits,I want
to thank all of you who have given me this
most glorious of opportunities and have
placed your trust in me. I have very large
shoes to fill. Ruth Garf inkel has been
the first, only, and exemplary executive
director of NCJW, Pittsburgh Section.She

has been a monumental force in building
the organization,its programs as well as its
infrastructure and finances.She leaves to
us a strong,stable,established,and thriving
agency.I also must express my gratitude to
the leadership, those outgoing, incoming,
and remaining through this transition.
Lynette Lederman is a vital and vibrant
leader whose knowledge of the issues and
people, both locally and beyond, is
astonishing.I thank the outgoing vice
presidents for their service and helping
me in the transition,and I so anticipate
working with incoming president Judy
Greenwald Cohen , the vice presidents,
and the rest of the board. And I want to
recognize our outstanding staff-in Anathan
House, Thriftique, Children's Waiting
Rooms,and Race for the Cure.

Please don't hesitate to call me, email me
(cbusis@ncjwpgh.org), or stop in to stay
hello. I am here to serve the membership,
and I want to get to know each of you. If
you aren't already, get involved in any of
the important, exciting projects or
programs of Council-Race for the Cure,
Silent Witness Initiative; Children's  Play
Rooms;Thriftique/Designer Days and its 

(continued page 3)
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President’s Message by Lynette Lederman

Executiv e Dir ector’ s Message by Cindy Busis



Eileen Lane's r epor t fr om the
Search Committee to NCJW

Executiv e Committee and Boar d
Januar y 15, 2004

(Summar y)
On behalf of a very pleased and excited
Search Committee, I wish to report the
committee's unanimous selection of
Cindy Busis as next Executive Director.

For those of you who may not know her -
or know her well - Cindy is currently the
Executive Assistant to the President of
Chatham College. In that role she
supports the President and the Board,
crafts or reviews communication from
that office, works with the other
administrative officers, including
development and public relations, and
undertakes special projects and
assignments.These responsibilities have an
amazing similarity to much of the job
description of NCJW's Executive
Director.

Prior to moving into the President's office,
she was Executive Director of Chatham's
Pennsylvania Center for Women,Politics
and Public Policy.There she advanced its
initiatives through securing grant funding
and building coalitions - among the
partners she approached and brought in
was the NCJW. And it was her idea during
a summer program when 60
undergraduate women from across PA
attended Chatham's new leadership PA
program to arrange for them to spend a
day learning about NCJW and its
significant volunteer involvement in social
action and advocacy.

Prior to her association with Chatham,
she worked for many years in non-profit
management consulting. Her
responsibilities included management and
daily operations and complex consulting
projects.She served as the lead consultant
to educational and non-profit entities,
working with them in the areas of
strategic planning,governance, board
development, business practices,
fundraising,membership services, public
relations and marketing.

She also brings experience from the local
political world, having served as a
legislative aid to former City Councilman,

Dan Cohen.In that role she worked with
neighborhood,city, regional and state
leaders,as well as constituents and the
press.

Her educational background includes an
undergraduate degree from Wellesley
College and a master's in Public
Administration from The Kennedy School
at Harvard.

She is a board member of the East End
Neighborhood Forum and on the
investment Committee of the YWCA,
where she was formerly Treasurer and
member of its board.She is a life member
of NCJW and has been involved with
Pittsburgh Section,both as a volunteer,co-
chairing one of our strategic planning
initiatives and serving a term as V.P. of
Social Action. She has also in her
professional capacity done consulting for
NCJW.

That may be what she looks like on paper,
all of which was confirmed in glowing
reference by her current employer and
past consulting clients.Moreover, her
strengths and excellent match for the
position were evident to the members of
the search committee and in the feedback
we received from other representative of
the board and membership who met with
her informally, and also by Ruth Garfinkel
who met with all the final candidates.

As someone so astutely put it,she knows
this community, she know the key players,
she knows its public officials and she has a
vision that includes considerable growth
opportunity for this organization.It was
also said that she is skilled in handling
money, grant development, human
resources,in mustering young people, in
getting a finger on the pulse of issues,in
creating new opportunities, in blending
new and old together.

And not to exaggerate this,she herself has
a genuine commitment and passion for
Council and its missions.She has told me
that Council is where her heart is and she
consider it a real privilege at this point in
her life to thoroughly involve herself and
contribute to its work, its strength, its
vitality, and its future.

The search committee feels strongly that
she is an excellent fit for this organization.
We came to that after an extensive and
intensive process,after seeing a number of
strong and impressive candidates,which,
while it only made our decision more
difficult, nonetheless we came to our
consensus on Cindy with confidence.

We ask now that you endorse this
decision.

I want to also take this opportunity to
thank the members of the search
committee. It was a wonderful group to
work with. Every one participated and
contributed.Every one openly spoke her
mind. That group and the process
represents the very best that Council is
about.
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New Executiv e Dir ector : Cindy Busis

Cath y Cohen
Judy Cohen
Karen Egorin
Lynne Garf inkel
Nancy Israel

Judi Kasdan
Lynette 

Lederman
Elaine London
Judy Vernick

social service project, Suit Yourself;
services to the elderly; student aid;
membership;fundraising for our legacy of
Anathan House and the wonderful work
we do. And,if I may be so bold to end my
first Bulletin letter this way, give to
NCJW, Pittsburgh Section- the finest
non-profit in the region!

Thank you all so much.
Cindy

ElderLink
412-422-0400

A free central resource for
older adults and their family

members,friends and caregivers
with concerns about issues
including but not limited to:
care management,adult day care,

geriatric assessment,dementia and
dementia care, home care or home

health services,assisted living,nursing
home, other residential care options,
transportation,home-delivered meals,

escorts,or shopping services,etc.

Executiv e Dir ector’ s Message
(continued)
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NCJW Board

President
Lynette Lederman

Boar d of Dir ectors
Cheryl Braver
Gertrude Caplan
Sandra Chernew
Dena Chottiner
Cathy Cohen
Judy Greenwald Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Marion Damick
Karen Egorin
Robin B.Friedman
Janet Fromkin
Lynne Garfinkel
Laurie Gottlieb
Dorothy Grinberg
Susan Gross
Bernice Herzog
Amy Himmel
Dana Himmel
Dawn Hirsch
Nancy Israel
Aileen Jubelirer
Marion Kabet
Janet Kamon
Estelle Kruman
Eileen Lane
Debra Caplan Levenson
Joan Levy
Jacki Mirowitz
Debbie Myers
Nancy Recht
Joan Reich
Martha Rosen
Jackie Rosenberg
Barbara Shore
Barbara Siegel
Lynne Siegel
Janet Spear
Mona Strassburger
Susan Tanzer
Judy Vernick
Susanne Wean
Joan Weinbaum

Past Presidents
Gene Dickman
Elyse B.Eichner
Barbara Felman
Elizabeth Finegold
Marcia Frumerman
Patty Hourvitz
Lynne S.Jacobson
Judi Kasdan
Mina Kavaler
Carolyn Lebovitz
Margaret Libson
Ruth Lieber
Elaine London
Merrille Weissman
Carol Williams

Executiv e Dir ector
Cynthia Busis

Dir ector of Volunteers
Joan Ettinger

The National Council of Jewish Women,Inc.,(NCJW) is a volunteer organization,inspired by Jewish values,that

works through a program of research,education,advocacy and community service, to improve the quality of

life for women,children and families and strives to ensure individual rights and freedoms for all.

Membership Outr each Event: Holida y Cooking

Event co-chairs, L-R: Cara Hirsch and
Randi Shaw

Part of audience: Am y Himmel,
Allison Gr odin, Leslie Mar cus, Maddy

Grodin, Randi Sigal

Demonstrators, L-R: Jennifer Fink elstein,
Randi Sigal, Lynne Garf inkel, Nancy

Ostr ow

Blima Mitr e, hostess

Randi Sigal mak es
strudel

Nancy Ostr ow bakes challahs

Cara Hirsch assists Jenn
Finkelstein with potato latk es

L-R: Randi Sigal and Cara
Hirsch obser ve Jenn

Finkelstein and  the modern
way to grate potatoes
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President
Judy Greenwald Cohen

Vice Pr esidents
Cathy Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Karen Egorin 
Robin Friedman 
Lynne Garfinkel
Amy Himmel
Dana Himmel
Barb Siegel
Christine Stone
Judy Vernick

Recording Secretar y
Randi Shaw

Assistant Recor ding Secretar y
Laurie Gottlieb 

Cor responding Secretar y
Dottie Grinberg

Treasurer
Cheryl Braver

Assistant Treasurer
Aileen Jubelirer

Dir ectors

Dena Chottiner
Robin Elson
Lynn Farber
Jennifer Finkelstein
Susan Gross

Nancy Israel
Lynne Siegel
Mona Strassburger
Joan Weinbaum
Melanie Weisbord

Slate of Off icers
for 2004-2005

Thank you to the members of the
Nominating Committee whose
thoughtful input has helped shape
Pittsburgh Section for the next two years.
They are:

Kath y Arnheim
Barbara Book en
Elyse Eichner
Lynn Farber

Dana Himmel
Laurie Moser
Lynne Siegel
Joan Weinbaum

Nominating
Committee
by Lynne Jacobson

Annual Meeting committee members are planning a wonderful evening for Thursday,
April 29 at 5:45 p.m.at Tree of Life Congregation,Wilkins at Shady Avenue. The program
will include dinner, the installation of new officers and a program honoring outgoing
president,Lynette Lederman.The members of the committee are Cath y Cohen,
Phyllis Cohen, Joan Etting er, Susan Jordan, Jessy Stein andCarole Davis.

The Emerging Leader Award will be presented to Lynne Garf inkel.The award is given
to a member who:

* Has a potential for assuming future Section leadership
* Understands and supports the NCJW purpose and programs
* Demonstrates commitment to Section
* Currently serves on Section Board,has served less than five years,or is 

currently chairing a committee or serving as an officer

The Ruth & Jerome Lieber Leadership Award will be presented to Cath y Cohen . The
award is given to a member who:

* Has motivated others to support and further the mission of NCJW
* Has held multiple, concurrent leadership positions in Pittsburgh Section
* Is a past or present officer or member of the Executive Committee
* Has served on the Section Board for more than five years.

The Presidential Award is given to a member who has demonstrated:
* Extraordinary volunteer service
* Active participation in various Pittsburgh Section programs
* Willingness to assist the President when called upon.

The recipients will be Karen Egorin, Twyla Sable and Dena Chottiner for their
extraordinary efforts,especially on behalf of Silent Witness Initiative,Sheila’s Shawls,and
related domestic violence programs.

Ann ual Meeting to Besto w Awards

Cath y Cohen

Dena ChottinerTwyla Sable

Karen Egorin

Lynne Garf inkel



For Liz Shapir o Murph y, interior design is
no hobby.

Elizabeth Shapiro Murphy Interior Design
Services is a growing freelance business
started not long after Liz and her husband,
Mike, moved to Pittsburgh from Wakefield,
Massachusetts,in 1996.

Liz has a solid background in design and business.She graduated
with a bachelor's of fine arts,interior design,from the University
of Massachusetts,Amherst, and has a master's in business
administration from Northeastern
University in Boston. Throw in
continuing education in real estate
finance at Harvard Graduate School of
Design,and add years of corporate
work.

As a newcomer to Pittsburgh,Liz
wanted to meet people and become
active in an organization.She kept
hearing that NCJW was the place to be
and her experience confirmed it.

"The women are so bright, so
competent. I'm always so impressed
how much people give of themselves,"
Liz said.

For two years Liz was NCJW's vice
president of strategic planning,working
on a plan to review programs and
determine their fit with the
organization.

After her term ended,any thought that
she might no longer be needed quickly
disappeared. Liz got snagged
immediately for the Anathan House
renovation project.She has covered all
the bases for NCJW, from initial
discussions and architect and
contractor selection to overseeing
construction, and selection of
materials,fixtures and color.

Liz says she gravitates to renovations
and likes being the behind the scenes
support. "I like to be part of the
backbone of an organization," she
explained.

She admired the beauty of Anathan House, but upgrades were
clearly needed.What better fit could you hope for in a project? 

“Trying to make it look really special on a limited budget," is what
Liz shot for.

Thank you,Liz,you did it.

(Liz lives in Sewickley with Mike and her stepson,Chris. If you are
thinking about shaking things up at home, Liz comes with great
recommendations. Her home office number is (412) 749-6984 or e-
mail her at liz.murphy4@verizon.net.)
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NCJ W Thr if t  Shop 
 

Has a new name – Thr if t ique 

 
Has a new addr ess  -   

7400 ½ Chur ch St r eet ,  Swissvale Shopping Cent er  
 

Has a new phone number  – 412- 271- 0544 
 

And. . . 
 

I s looking f or  t hese it ems!! 
 

Sof as    Dishes   Dining Rooms 
 

Dr esser s   Mir r or s   Lamps  
 

Tables   Ar t wor k & Paint ings Cabinet s 
 

Housewar es   J ewelr y   Bedr oom set s 
 

TVs    Pot s & Pans   Clot hing 
 

All donat ions must  be in saleable condit ion.   
Please allow t wo (2) weeks f or  pickups. 

All donat ions ar e t ax-deduct ible. 
 

        
         
 

 

Volunteer Spotlight: Liz Shapir o Murph y
by Angela Leibowicz



It is with great
enthusiasm that I start
my new position as
Director of Retail
Operations for NCJW.
The first few weeks have
been hectic as I learn
the environment and
start to list all the things
that I hope to

accomplish.The list is long but I am
excited to tackle it.

Sales continue to increase as people
realize that we are here and share the
good news with their neighbors.We hope
to become an integral part of the
community we have entered.There are
many potential collaborations and
partnerships all around us and I hope to
connect with them,making them a part of
what we do.Please tell everyone about us
whenever the opportunity arises.

Donations continue to arrive, and getting
the merchandise out on the floor is
challenging.Our staff is amazing and I

continue to be energized by their
commitment and never-ending work ethic.
We need volunteers to help get that
merchandise out,and also to mark and
organize Designer Days goods. Please do
give us a call,come spend the day,and have
fun while supporting our organization.
Volunteering at Thriftique is more
important than ever. Free parking is a
plus!!!

We are also on the lookout for donations
of furniture and household items.They are
a very important part of our success.
Clean the basement/garage/attic and think
of us! The increased sales floor area makes
the sale of  household items easier and
adds much to our bottom line.

Anticipate new and interesting projects
related to Thriftique.We are planning ways
for families to volunteer together and for
children to do their community service
here at the shop. Project “Any Sunday”
will provide an opportunity for members
to see what we do here at Thriftique while

their children do valuable community
service as their mitzvah or school project.

I believe strongly in all that NCJW stands
for and I look forward to a long and
prosperous association with Council and
Thriftique.The future looks exciting as we
realize how much potential there is at
Thriftique to generate the much-needed
funds for the programs that we all support
as NCJW members.

VOLUNTEER! VOLUNTEER!
VOLUNTEER!

Bonnie Rubin

Apolo gy:

Robin B. Friedman, Lenor e and Bill
Schwar tz were inadvertently omitted

from the list of Designer Days
volunteers.We are very grateful for their

participation and valuable assistance in
this important event.

Sorry for the omissions!

What’ s New at Thriftique
by Bonnie Rubin,Director of Retail Operations

Bonnie Rubin is a magna cum laude
graduate of the University of Pittsburgh
and is presently a graduate student at the
University of Pittsburgh in Public Policy
Management with a non-profit focus. She
has had a varied career with over 17 years
of retail and management experience. In
1979 Bonnie started her own business
selling her hand-painted artware and
crafts of other artists.Bonnie is a talented
artist and designer. The 1980's saw her as
the owner of a children's retail shop,Small
Fry/Hangout, in Squirrel Hill. She has also

worked for The Limited,Kenny Kardon,
and Max and Mindy in buying/management
roles. In the 1990's Bonnie owned
Alphabet Alley, a specialty children’s
clothing and gift store. She has over five
years of direct management experience in
production and manufacturing of specialty
giftware.

Bonnie’s volunteer work for NCJW
includes Designer Days, the domestic
violence training program and the Pic-a-
bag project. She lives in Blawnox with her

long-time significant other, Jim Ricker, and
is the mother of three boys,Michael - 27,
Zach - 15,and Brett - 11.

Bonnie says that,“The new position of
Director of Retail Operations for
Thriftique affords me the opportunity to
do what I love and serve what I value and
believe in.”  Her experience, energy and
enthusiasm will be a tremendous asset to
Thriftique and NCJW in general.
Welcome!

Thriftique especiall y
needs furnitur e and

housewares!
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Dir ector of Retail Operations: Bonnie Rubin
by Lynne Jacobson
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Casino for a Cause
by Christine Stone, co-chair

NCJW was dealt a great hand with a full house
for Monte Carlo Night 2004  ‘Take a Chance for
Kids!’ on February 7. The event grossed nearly
$25,000.00 as an unprecedented 225 members
and friends of NCJW came out to show their
support while enjoying great cocktails,hors
d'oeuvres,and a lovely dinner.All of this sustained
the strength to pack the gaming tables,where the
crowd played the odds and beat the house at
their favorite games  of blackjack,roulette, poker
and slots while helping to raising funds for the
Children’s Playrooms in the Allegheny County
criminal,juvenile /family, and municipal courts.

"Ace of Hearts," president Lynette Lederman
welcomed everyone to the event as guests
enjoyed the cocktails and perused the silent
auction held on the first floor of the always
elegant Concordia Club in Oakland.Featured
silent auction items included an autographed pop-
art print generously donated by Burton Morris
(framing by The Framesmith);two roundtrip
airline tickets to anywhere in the continental U.S.
donated by AirTran Airlines; a three-night
weekend getaway to Chicago donated by Embassy
Suites Hotels and Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Sommerfeld (Jackie Rosenberg’s parents); as
well as a fabulous week stay at the exclusive St.
James Place in Beaver Creek,CO.

Whether your chips were on red or black,you
couldn’t lose on the dinner! Everyone  made their
way to the ballroom to enjoy a pasta bar,gourmet
pizzas and salad.And in no time at all,guests gave

gambling a good name. Play money won was
traded in for tickets and a chance to win nearly
$3,000 worth of prizes.

An event such as this can’t happen without a
dedicated committee and staff.Jodi Klein,
Barbara Schneider and Ellen Gar vin
arranged a great menu. Dana Himmel did a
lovely job with the invitation. Roxanne Wolk
worked her magic on the great centerpieces.
Dena Chottiner envisioned  the fabulous silent
auction set-up. Barb Kalla was invaluable in
soliciting our sponsors.Robin Friedman ’s
passion for community service couldn’t be
mistaken as she sought out exciting silent auction
and prize donations.Judy Vernick and Joan
Etting er ensured a smooth and successfully run
silent auction. We extend a very special thank
you to Barbara P arker for her help during the
event day set-up. And of course,we recognize the
diligent help of the committee, which included
Karen Egorin, Susie Gross, Am y Himmel,
Jamie Feldstein, Dawn Hirsh and Lori
Smolar , throughout the year and especially
during the evening of the event.We also extend
very special thanks to our great staff at NCJW:
Cheryl and Lisa,as well as Keith at Concordia
Club.

Editor’s note: The successful event was co-
chaired by very modest Lynn Farber , Jackie
Rosenberg and Christine Stone , who put
their youthful exuberance and energy into
months of hard work. Job well done!
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An afternoon of Comedy , Music
and Drama to Sa ve Women’ s Lives



10

On February 8,2004,the Silent Witness Initiative and Domestic
Abuse Awareness Projects of NCJW received the Vagina Warrior
Award from Womansplace of McKeesport. Womansplace
provides shelter, a 24 hour hotline, counseling,support groups
and other domestic violence services in the McKeesport area.
This award was in recognition of the Silent Witness Initiative,
Sheila's Shawls and the AWARE Poster Project in collaboration
with Womansplace. It recognized NCJW's efforts to raise
awareness and to provide help in preventing domestic violence.
The award was presented by Diane Dahm,Prevention Education
Specialist and Volunteer Coordinator. Laurie McDonald is
Executive Director of Womansplace.

Karen Egorin ,Vice President of Social Action and Twyla Sable,
Silent Witness Initiative Chair, received the award following a
production of the Vagina Monologues at the McKeesport Little
Theatre.This production,a part of the 2004 V-Day Worldwide
Campaign,was presented by V-Day McKeesport to benefit
Womensplace and to raise awareness and funds to help end
violence against women and girls.

SOCIAL ACTION D ATES AND THEMES
by Karen Egorin,VP Social Action/Education

Twyla Sable, left,
presenting

handmade shawls,
hats, gloves to The
Women’ s Center
& Shelter , as part

of the Sheila’ s
Shawls Project.

This nation-wide gathering and march on April 25 will send a powerful
message to Congress that we will not tolerate our government’s
attacks on the most fundamental rights of women! The Western
Pennsylvania March for Choice coalition is organizing ten buses to
depart from Pittsburgh and surrounding areas early on Sunday morning
and return late Sunday night.Delegations are forming at local colleges
and universities.Fundraising events are being planned to help cover the
costs.If you want to help in any way,contact MarchforChoice@ppwp.org
or call 412-434-8957,extension 208.

Fill out this form and return to the address below:

___ YES! Please send me __ bus tickets.($30 per seat)

___ I am unable to attend the march,but would like to “Sponsor a 
Marcher”

___ I would like to attend the march,and am in need of financial 
assistance.

Name_________________________________________

E-mail_________________________

Address________________________________________

City ____________ State___ Zip_____

Phone number (day) ___________(evening)_____________

NARAL-PA*NOW*Planned Parenthood*Women’s Law Project*NCJW
Western Pennsylvania Coalition * March for Women’s Lives 

PO Box 3092 Pittsburgh,PA 15230-3092  412-225-8443

CHOICE    JUSTICE    ACCESS    HEALTH

ABORTION GLOBAL F AMIL Y PLANNING

MARCH
FOR WOMEN’S LIVES
Washington DC      April 25, 2004

In keeping with our advocacy program, please find time to
participate and support the following events. We are powerless
if we do not act.Spread the word to friends and others who
share your visions and passions.

Please note the following:

Februar y, March and April: Sign up and support the March to
Save Women's Lives, the largest gathering of supporters of
Reproductive, Legal and Social Rights for Women. NCJW,
Pittsburgh Section,is a sponsoring member, and it reflects the
National Agenda as well as our local agenda.Be sure to send your
email information to Karen Egorin, kegorin@hotmail.com, so that
you can be informed.Our coalition group from Pittsburgh would
like more than 500 women from our area to get on the buses and
join our delegation.Approximate cost will be $30 per bus rider.

March -  A fundraiser for the April 25 March for Women's Rights
will be held on March 28 at 1:30 p.m.at Chatham College. Please
join us! We are sponsoring this event along with members of our
coalition.

April 25 - We need you and your friends and family to
participate. Buses will leave from various places around the city
and the state. Logistics and such will be forthcoming.NCJW will
be there nationally and we will march with our National and
Local Banners.

May 22- S.A.V.E March against Domestic Violence in the North
Park.We are sponsoring this also as part of the Silent Witness
Initiative. Plan to be there and march with our banner, our
witnesses and survivors.

Also, note the ongoing e-mail alerts and ACT.

We are still looking for knitters and crocheters for Sheila’s
Shawls.The collection of old cell phones and yarn for the projects
of Silent Witness Initiative is ongoing. Call the NCJW office for
more information:412-421-6118.

V-Day McKeespor t 2004 -
Vagina W arrior Award

by Twyla Sable
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Interfaith Coalition Questions Bush's
Omission of Women in "Cultur e of Lif e" 

NCJW Appalled b y
Recess Appointment
of Charles Pick ering
(and r ecentl y,William Pr yor)

Today, the 31st anniversary of Roe v.
Wade, President Bush addressed the
annual anti-abortion rally on the National
Mall with facile words about creating a
"culture of life" - without mentioning
women's lives or suggesting how a
compassionate society can be created
unless women are equal, free, and
respected.We ask President Bush how he
can believe that all life is sacred and yet
promote legislation and policies that
result in exactly the opposite outcome for
women and men,adults and teens.He
boasted of refusing to spend tax dollars
on promoting abortion overseas-when in
reality, the Administration's refusal to fund
humanitarian family planning programs in
poor countries has left millions of women
without basic health care. He boasted of
opposing "the destruction of embryos for
stem cell research" - when,in reality,those
embryos, which could be used for life-
saving research,were created for in vitro
fertilization and will be discarded. He
boasted of signing the so-called "partial-
birth abortion! ban" - legislation that will
criminalize safe procedures as early as the
12th or 13th week of pregnancy, including
procedures that may be the best medical
options for preserving a woman's ability
to have children in the future.He boasted
of his State of the Union proposal to
double spending on abstinence education.
He should know that unproven
abstinence-only education, in which
contraception cannot be mentioned,even

for disease prevention, puts our young
people at greater risk of contracting
HIV/AIDS and of having unintended,
unwanted pregnancies.After 30 years of
steady attacks on the right to choose,
many of the most vulnerable-women of
color, women who are poor, those who
are young - do not feel protected in the
most personal aspects of their lives.
Organizations in the Religious Coalition
for Reproductive Choice are rightly
outraged by these grave injustices and the
lack of compassion they show for all
women. We are convinced that the
political efforts to deprive women of
reproductive options will stop only if
voters are educated about the dangers
ahead.We salute Senator Barbara Boxer
(D-CA) and Representative Jerrold
Nadler (D-NY) for introducing the
Freedom of Choice Act (FOCA), federal
legislation to restore and protect
women's ability to make reproductive
decisions.The Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice, founded in 1973,is
the interfaith alliance of organizations
from 15 denominations and faith
traditions,including the Episcopal Church,
Presbyterian Church (USA), United
Methodist Church, United Church of
Christ, Unitarian Universalist Association,
and Reform and Conservative Judaism.

from The Religious Coalition for Reproductive
Choice, Sunday, January 25,2004 

January 16,2004,Washington DC:

In response to today's recess
appointment of Judge Charles Pickering
to the US Court of Appeals for the 5th
Circuit by President Bush, NCJW
President Marsha Atkind released the
following statement:

"NCJW is appalled by the President's
recess appointment of Judge Charles
Pickering to the 5th Circuit Court of
Appeals.Judge Pickering is an opponent of
fundamental civil rights,including the right
to privacy and reproductive freedom.His
troubling record on civil rights for African
Americans, including his extraordinary
and unorthodox efforts to gain leniency
for a person convicted of cross burning,is
an affront to those residing in the 5th
Circuit states and all of us who care
about social justice.

"The 5th Circuit has the highest minority
population of any circuit in the nation.As
the nation begins the observance of
Martin Luther King,Jr. Day, it is especially
alarming that the President would bypass
the Senate confirmation process and
elevate someone whose career has been
antithetical to the ideals and principles of
civil rights celebrated on Dr. King's
birthday." 

NCJW is a volunteer organization,
inspired by Jewish values,that works to
improve the quality of life for women,
children and families and to ensure
individual rights and freedoms through
research, education, advocacy, and
community service programs initiated by
its network of 90,000 volunteers,
supporters and members nationwide. It
has launched BenchMark:NCJW's
Campaign to Save Roe,a national effort to
educate and mobilize NCJW members,
the Jewish community, and friends and
allies everywhere to promote a federal
bench with judges that support
fundamental freedoms, including a
woman's right to choose.

Twyla Sable, center ,
presents Sheila’s Shawls
to the Alle-Kiski Hope
Center f or victims of

domestic violence and
their famil y members.
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NCJW 
Heritage
Society

Members 
Anon ymous (2)
Kat h y Ar nheim

Mar jor ie Balt er*
Lois Blauf eld

Char lo tt e Blues t one
Jane Br of f

Ger tr ude Caplan
Sandr a Cher ne w

Gene Dic kman
Kar en Egor in

Elizabe t h F inegold
Mar cella F inegold

Rut h O. F r ank
Rut h Gar f ink el
Patty Hour vitz

Lynne Jacobson
Nat alie K aplan

Judi K asdan
Ther esa Cohen Lac kenbac h*

Eileen Lane
Lyne tt e Leder man

Anne Leif er*
Rut h Lieber

Ber nice E. Me yer s
Jac kie Mir o witz

Gail Kr onheim N eus t adt
Rac hel P or t er*

Joan R eic h
Mildr ed R osenber g
Ilene F r eilic h Ross

Twy la Sable
Barbar a Sieg el

Ellen Sieg el
Lynne Sieg el

Mona S tr assbur g er
Joan W einbaum
Car ol W illiams

*Deceased          

For information on how to
become a member of the

Heritage Society, please call
the NCJW office at 

412-421-6118.

Aging Well With NCJW
by Maxine Horn

Late in February, the Services to the Elderly Committee participated in the first ever
AgeWell Information Fair. Geared to serve the growing community of people who are
currently caring for , or who will soon be caring for, aging loved ones,the project was
a first time combined effort of the Jewish Association on Aging,the Jewish Family and
Children's Service and the Jewish Community Center, where the fair was held.
Exhibitors included many non-profit agencies that provide services to the senior
population in areas such as housing,health care, finances,counseling,adaptive
equipment,recreation and wellness.Additionally, there were panel discussions on how
to talk to your parents about aging,and legal and financial issues of concern to the
whole family.

The Services to the Elderly Committee brought sample photos of social events for
residents  held at the JAA which included speakers,entertainers and Oneg Shabbat.
Neighbors,a socialization program which is funded in part by NCJW, was also
highlighted,as were some samples of Sheila's Shawls,a project which is being promoted
for senior volunteer participation,and resident profiles which are created by committee
members.A Senior Health Fair at the JAA,sponsored two years ago by NCJW and this
committee, served as a reference for the AgeWell Fair.

Race for the Cur e® Program:
Surviving Stress:A Six-Week Journey

by Jo Ann Meier

The Komen Pittsburgh Race for the
Cure® offered an exciting an educational
program titled Surviving Stress: A Six-
Week Journey. This program was designed
to increase an individual's ability to cope
with stress which will hopefully have
significant health benefits. Participants
learned about hormonal responses to
psychological stress and worked towards
eliminating the behaviors that cause us
stress.

The program contained guided imagery,
eurhythmics, gentle movements,
diaphragmatic breathing and live music.

The first session began on Feb. 19 and
continued for six consecutive weeks.This
program was developed by Dr. Bruce
Rabin, Ph.D. and his associates at the
Complementary Medicine Department at
the University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center.

This program was free, at the Race office,
and initially open only to breast cancer
survivors. If you would like more
information contact us at 412-521-CURE.

Holida y par ty time: L-R: Cher yl Devecka, Lynette Lederman, Barb Book en,
Lisa Boehmk e, Jeff Pallatino , Jo Ann Meier , Lisa Wilk es
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In honor of:
AJ Cohen’s Bar Mitzvah,son of Phyllis & Jeff
Cohen

Lynne Garfinkel
Susan Tanzer
Cathy R.Cohen
Judy Cohen
Karen Egorin
Ruth & Alan Garfinkel

Ruth Garf inkel, superb professional,
retirement

Dr. Paul & Gertrude Caplan
Carol & David Steinbach
Barbara Befferman

Jill Strassburger ’s engagement,daughter of
E.J.& Mona

Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Judi & Richard Kasdan
Lynette Lederman

Mallor y Kasdan’s engagement,daughter of
Judi & Richard

Lynne Garfinkel
Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Karen Egorin
Elyse Eichner
Joan Levy
Eileen Lane
Cheryl Braver
Lynette Lederman
Janet Kamon
Marcia Frumerman
Gene Dickman
Cindy Busis
Barb Siegel
Susan & Peter Tanzer
Cathy R.Cohen
Judy Cohen

Gillian Estelle Williams , granddaughter of
Carol Williams

Joan Levy
Marcia Frumerman
Gene Dickman
Karen Egorin

Tracy Reich , new granddaughter of Joan &
Jim Reich

Judi Kasdan
Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Janet & John Spear
Karen Egorin
Elyse Eichner
Joan Levy
Sandy Chernew
Cheryl Braver
Lynette Lederman
Gene Dickman
Susan Tanzer
Lenore & Bill Schwartz

Joan Levy’s Jefferson Award
Lynne Garfinkel
Lynne Jacobson
Karen Egorin
Marion Damick

Elyse Eichner
Bernice Herzog
Janet Kamon
Lynette Lederman
Gertrude Caplan
Barb Siegel
Eileen Lane
Marcia Frumerman
Sandy Chernew
Susan Tanzer
Cathy R.Cohen
Judy Cohen
Gene Dickman
Judy Brody
Laurie Moser

Sam Schiff ’s complete recovery
Betty & Joe Berger

Maril yn Honigsberg ’s birthday
Ruth & Alan Garfinkel

Patty & Michael Hour vitz’ s new grandson
Ruth & Alan Garfinkel

Ir vin Fleischer ’s big birthday
Lynne & David Siegel

Maril yn Ratkin ’s special birthday
Claralyn & Gordon Phillips

Ruth Rubenstein ’s granddaughter, Erica’s
marriage

Estelle Kruman & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Gilber t Weil ’s grandson’s bar
mitzvah

Estelle Kruman & Family

In memor y of:

Zena Usick , mother of Nick & Eileen Lane
Janet Kamon
Sandy & Nick Chernew
Cindy Busis
Lynne Garfinkel
Susan & Peter Tanzer
Cathy R.Cohen
Elyse Eichner
Judy Cohen
Cheryl Braver
Karen Egorin
Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Judi Kasdan
Lynette Lederman
Nancy Israel & Ronald 

Linden
Ruth & Alan Garfinkel

Mor ris Machen , Helen Eisner Machen,wife;
father of Dr. Michael & Jill Machen and Judge
Donald & Hollie Machen

Barb & Ed Siegel
Ellen Weingar t’ s mother

Nancy & Edith Israel
Frieda Shapira

Elaine & Alan London
Manuel Rogoff, father of Lawrence & Lisa
Rogoff,Cynthia & Richard Abrams

Lynne & David Siegel

Leonar d Rudolph , husband of Doris
Glosser Rudolph,James & Louisa Rudolph,
William & Leiba Rudolph,Wendy Rudolph &
Graeme Bush

Ilene & Jim Ross
Lynne & David Siegel
Sam Rider
Jeff,Phyllis,Ali & AJ Cohen
Barb & Ed Siegel

Mother of Carol Cozen
Ilene & Jim Ross

Flor ence Abrams , mother of Richard &
Cynthia Rogoff Abrams and Terri & Stan
Zionts

Lynne & David Siegel
Ethel (Inkie) Landerman , wife of Edgar,
mother of Emily Landerman Goldberg &
Richard Goldberg,Dr. Laura Landerman
Garber Dr. Ben Garber

Estelle Kruman & Family
Alvin Lippar d, husband of Ruth Green
Frank,,father of Stephen & Judith,Thomas &
Susan Lippard,Gail & Donald Lansky & Carol
& James Ratner

Linda Shensa
Lynne & David Siegel
Barb & Ed Siegel 

James Frank , husband of Ruth Ohringer
Frank,father of Susan &  Thomas Lippard,
James W. & Catherine Frank,Linda Frank Ruth
& William O. Frank

Linda Shensa
Lynne & David Siegel
Barb & Ed Siegel
Judi & Richard Kasdan

Barbara Berman, sister of Alan & Barbara
Ackerman

Estelle Kruman & Family
Leona Br oad, mother of Sherry & Norman
Feldstein,James Broad,sister of Margery
Feingold

Estelle Kruman & Family
Charles Miller , husband of Faith Weinstein

Ruth Garfinkel
Nancy Israel & Ronald Linden

Cylvia Tanowitz , mother of Karen & Tom
Bernstein

Barb & Ed Siegel
Annette Calig , mother of Claire & Joe Calig

Lynne & David Siegel
Barb & Ed Siegel

Dr. Gilber t Ale xander , father of  Michael &
Diane Alexander; grandfather of Jennifer &
Larry Honig,

Ruth Rubenstein
Jamie & David Feldstein

Uncle of Terry & Steve Bachenheimer
Linda Shensa & Steve Glickman

Russell Scott
Estelle Kruman & Family

NCJW Thanks You...
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Alisa Caplan
116 S.Linden Avenue
Pittsburgh,PA  15208

Sandra Hirsch
624 Woodvalley Drive
Pittsburgh,PA  15238-2135

Sheila Justin
1045 Tall Trees Drive
Pittsburgh,PA  15241
412-257-1955

Gerrie Littmann
1049 Parkview Boulevard
Pittsburgh,PA  15217
412-421-5317

Bonnie Rubin
112 Riverview Avenue
Pittsburgh,PA  15238

Please clip these lists and ad d them to y our membership dir ector y!
December 12, 2003 - March 1, 2004

New MembersAddress/Phone/Name
Changes (in bold)

IN MEMORIAM
Barbara A. Berman
Dor oth y Beckerman

Bernice Oster
Sam Rider

Frances Wimmer

Ellen Katzen
5249 Fair Oaks Str eet
Pittsburgh,PA 15217

Shirley Silverman
5757 Bar tlett St #206
Pittsburgh,PA  15217

Contribution Car d

Date:___________________________________________________

Acknowledge to:___________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

In memory of:_____________________________________________

In honor of:_______________________________________________

Donor’s Name:____________________________________________

Donor’s Address:___________________________________________

Amount ($5 minimum):______________________________________

Please make checks payable and mail to:
NCJW

1620 Mur ray Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Phone:412-421-6118 Fax:412-421-1121   
E-mail:ncjwpgh@stargate.net

Help!!

NCJW needs help with
PR!

We need to “toot our
own horn” in or der to
inform e ver yone else
about our pr ojects.

If you are willing to
help, or kno w someone
with skill in this ar ea,
please call the off ice,

412-421-6118.

Elder Expr ess
Regularly scheduled door-to-door 

van service for
Seniors (65+) who wish to travel from

their homes or apartments in
Squirrel Hill to selected locations
throughout Squirrel Hill,as well as

Shadyside Hospital and the Waterfront  

$2 - ride all da y
For  more information call 

412-702-0050
Registration must be in person 

at the JCC in Squirrel Hill 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.



Dates to Remember

April

3 A Toast to Life:Race for the Cure® Patron Event, CAPA (Performing Arts
High School,9th Street & Ft.Duquesne Blvd.)

5 First Seder
6-7 NCJW offices closed,Pesach
12-13 NCJW offices closed,Pesach
14 One Voice for Choice, sponsored by the Center for Women in Politics 

at Chatham College
25 March for Women’s Lives,Washington,DC
29 NCJW Annual Meeting,Tree of Life 6:00 p.m.

May

9 Race for the Cure®, Schenley Park 8:30 a.m.
22 S.A.V.E.Walk - domestic violence awareness*
26-27 Shavuot,NCJW office closed
31 Memorial Day, NCJW office closed

* Location to be announced if not listed

Look inside f or...

President’s Message
Executive Director’s Message

2-3

Membership Outreach
Annual Meeting
Slate of Officers for 2004-2005

4-5

Volunteer Spotlight 6

Thriftique;New Director of
Retail Operations

6-7

Monte Carlo Wrap-up & Photos 8-9

Social Action & Education
March to Save Women’s Lives

10-12

Services to the Elderly
Race for the Cure
Heritage Society

13

Contributions 14

Membership updates
Contribution Card order form
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Visit 
Pittsburgh Section

on the w eb:
www.ncjwpgh.org 

NCJW
1620 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh,PA 15217
412-421-6118 

Lynette Lederman
President

Lynne S. Jacobson
Editor

Cynthia Busis
Executive Director

Joan Etting er
Director of Volunteers
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