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Welcome "back" to
NCJW as we gear up
for a busy and exciting
fall. NCJW has been
anything but quiet this
late spring and summer!
I want to catch you up
on what we've been up
to and what you can
look forward to as

Labor Day approaches.

First,how much can I thank our fabulous
volunteers and Board members as they
answered the call to action at Thriftique
and have been working all summer to
unload, hang, and tag merchandise
collected in the back room of the shop for
the floor and for Designer Days ahead
(November 6,7,and 8).Every Wednesday
night these dedicated women have
worked ceaselessly, with only a plate of
cheese and fruit and libations (well,
cookies also) to sustain them.They have
made enormous progress in processing
the bags and getting the merchandise out,
and the result has been an increase in
sales for the month of July! Many thanks
to all of them Rachel Blaufeld, Cher yl
Braver, Sandy Cherne w, Gail Childs,
Dena Chottiner , Cath y Cohen,
Phyllis Cohen, Karen Egorin, Robin
Elson, Nicole Ev oy, Lynn Farber ,
Jennifer Fink elstein, Lynne Garf inkel,
Laurie Gottlieb ,Am y Himmel, Lynne
Jacobson, Judi Kasdan, Lynette
Lederman, Ricki Mosk owitz, Joan
Reich, Twyla Sable, Barb Siegel,

Marsha Stern, Christine Stone , Joan
W einbaum, Bernice W eisberger,
Melanie Weisbord, and Cindy Busis,
Joan Etting er - and any others whose
names I inadvertently left off! Of course,
let me extend my ongoing appreciation to
the "Thriftique regulars" - stalwart
volunteers Nancy Recht, Joan Reich,
Marlene Litman, Lenor e Schwar tz,
Rita Tauberg andMarsha Stern .

Pic-A-Bag is back,with new inventory
ordered and collected through donations.
Chairs Nicole Ev oy and Janet Kamon
have staged a "stuffing party" at Anathan
House and will organize another one in
August.We also participated in United
Jewish Federation's Shalom Baby project,
ably chaired by Leslie Gr odin , who
collected and supplied to UJF 100 baby
books tagged with a note from NCJW to
go into baskets for new mothers in town.
This meshed perfectly with the Children's
Playrooms at the Courts Book Drive,
which chairs Amanda Gr een and
Rachel Blaufeld managed beautifully
throughout the spring and summer.

Already moving forward with unbelievable
enthusiasm and spirit is the 2004 Stay At
Home Ball,which mother-daughter chairs
Barbara P arker and Lynn Farber have
taken by storm. Many thanks to Fund
Development Vice Presidents Barb
Siegel and Dana Himmel for
stewarding the process,along with our
other fundraising events and drives that
will take place in 2004-2005.Monte Carlo

Night, this year chaired by Dana
Himmel, Christine Stone , and
Melanie Weisbord, promises to be at
least as successful.if not more than,as  last
year's smash event,which ended up raising
almost twice the revenue expected!

Look forward to Opening Meeting,at
which we will honor our own Ruth
Garf inkel with the Hannah G.Solomon
Award, and many thanks to Kar en
Egorin and Phyllis Cohen for chairing
this exciting program, and to Lynne
Jacobson for organizing and producing
the ad book in honor of Ruth.Of course,
we also look with great anticipation to the
Young Adult Initiative Election 2004
programs on October 4 (South Hills),
October 14 (North Hills), and October
19 (Fox Chapel), to which Lynne
Garf inkel, Laurie Gottlieb , and
Lynette Lederman already have given
enormous time and talent.Twyla Sable
and Susan Tanzer have been working
diligently on our involvement in a number
of programs and collaborations with like-
minded organizations for October's
Domestic Violence Month.Be on the
watch for details of these programs!
Finally, look further in this Bulletin for
information on a program open to our
membership at the University of
Pittsburgh Archives, chaired by Marcia
Frumerman .

As ever, we need and welcome your
participation. Please don't hesitate to call
the office if you want to volunteer!!
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President’s Message by Judy Cohen

On September 22,Pittsburgh Section will
present the Hannah G.Solomon Award,
National Council of Jewish Women’s highest
honor, to Ruth Garf inkel, first Executive
Director of Pittsburgh Section and community
activist.The Hannah G.Solomon Award,named
for the founder of NCJW, is the highest award
bestowed by NCJW.This is only the fourteenth
time in Pittsburgh Section’s 110-year history

that this award has been presented.It is given to a person who
has helped to change and expand the role of other women in
vital areas of community life, and whose leadership in areas of
NCJW concern - improving the quality of life for people of all

ages and backgrounds - has motivated others to fight for change
and has resulted in progress and enlightenment in the
community.

The luncheon at The Concordia Club, is chaired by Karen
Egorin , Social Action/ Education Vice President,and Phyllis
Cohen , Membership Vice President.Serving on the committee
are: Dena Chottiner , Elyse Eichner, Elizabeth Fineg old,
Lynne Jacobson, Aileen Jubelir er, Lynette Lederman,
Sheri Mink off, Joan Reich, Ellen Siegel, Judy Vernick, and
Joan Weinbaum .

continued on page 3

Opening Pr ogram Meeting
by Lynne Jacobson,Editor



As the "organizational
year" steamed toward
its conclusion this
spring, I'm not sure
what I was thinking,but
it's been anything but
"down time" this
summer here at NCJW,
Pittsburgh Section.We
are churning with

activity, planning and preparing for what
undoubtedly will be an unforgettable fall
2004. I don't need to recap - only to
emphasize the upcoming events you are
reading about in this Bulletin,including
Opening Program Meeting (September
22), the three "Young Adult Initiative"
events we are taking to the suburbs
(October 4,14,and 19),several domestic
violence programs in October (including
the honoring of Twyla Sable!), an open
program meeting featuring NCJW's Oral
History project at the University of
Pittsburgh Archives (November 15),and
much more. Our highlight,of course, will
be Designer Days on November 6,7,and
8 at the ExpoMart in Monroeville.

I thought I would take this opportunity to
share with you more about the exciting

and challenging new project we have taken
on - serving as the fiduciary organization
for the Sexual Assault Team of Allegheny
County (SARTAC). As the incorporated
non-profit housing SARTAC, NCJW
Pittsburgh Section once again is at the
forefront of service and social action,
providing a critical benefit for women (and
all citizens) in our area and at the cutting
edge of what organizations such as ours
should and can do for our community.

Sexual assault is a stressful event
triggering emotional,mental,biological and
behavioral responses that affect the
survivor's health and well-being.Our goal
in collaborating as the sponsoring
organization and non-profit "home" for
the newly formed,countywide SARTAC is
to enable the identification, training,and
implementation of a compassionate,
coordinated, multi-disciplinary, and
survivor-centered sexual assault response
team.The SARTAC will be multi-cultural,
multi-ethnic, and multi-lingual, thus
working to end the disparities in the
examination,treatment and prosecution
of sexual assault crimes in Allegheny
County.

SARTAC eventually will be a group of 20
specially trained nurses from diverse
cultural backgrounds to attend to,
examine, and properly collect evidence
from rape victims presenting to area
hospitals.Joining the SARTAC training will
be sexual assault advocates from several
organizations,staff from the District
Attorney's Office and local law
enforcement personnel.This year will be
the organizing year, in which funds are
sought for start-up and operations,
identification of nurses and training takes
place, and policies, procedures, and
manuals are produced.

The original group of dedicated nurses
and others attempting to establish a
sexual assault response team in Allegheny
County came to us because of our
reputation as a no-nonsense, action-
oriented,and compassionate organization
dedicated to the health,well being,and
rights of women, children, and families.
Once again,we can be so proud of NCJW
Pittsburgh Section and our contribution
to the community!
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Executiv e Dir ector’ s Remarks: Cindy Busis

The keynote speaker will be Sandra Lief Gar rett , National
Executive Director of NCJW. There also will be special
recognition of new members at the event.

Ruth Garfinkel had been Pittsburgh Section’s Executive Director
since 1991,and for three years prior served as the administrative
and volunteer director.

Ruth Garfinkel headed one of the top non-profit organizations in
the region.The successful management of a non-profit demands
the same skills,responsibilities,and accountability as a for-profit
business,and within the parameters of her profession,Ruth was
able to support and encourage women to take leadership roles.
Because the job was her passion,she routinely stepped out of the

day-to-day operations to mentor, encourage, and strengthen
roles of the women. Specifically, Ruth used her professional
responsibilities as Executive Director to facilitate the growth of
women in budget development and in building management.She
has maximized her volunteers' roles as women in business
through the retail operations of the organization,by mentoring,
teaching and supervising.She spearheaded the creation of a
Planned Giving Project for the future of the organization and the
teaching,mentoring and development of women's skills in grant
writing and foundation work. Accompanying volunteers to
seminars to introduce them to the opportunities for themselves
as volunteers and beyond marks the extraordinary commitment
Ruth Garfinkel has made to the future of women in the
Pittsburgh community.

Opening Pr ogram Meeting - continued
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To all of the volunteers who have come to
Thriftique and helped us process
donations,thank y ou, thank y ou, thank
you! The response has been amazing and
we could not have gotten as far as we have
without you.Your efforts have truly put
$$$ in NCJW’s pockets. The staff
members of Thriftique want you all to
know how much we appreciate your
assistance and hope that you continue to
come and help.

We need YOU ! Our projects depend on
Thriftique for financial support.Volunteer
Night at Thriftique , Wednesday evenings
from 7 to 9 p.m., is fun and very
productive.We laugh as we sort through
the bags and shout with glee when we find
treasures. We need mor e tr easures!
Come once or come every week.Every
extra pair of hands helps enormously.

Due to the success of Volunteer Night,it
will be continued throughout the fall.We
are also adding Sunday afternoons as
another opportunity to come and help.
The shop is open from 11-4 and we will
have “sorting stations” available from 12-3.

It is now time to gear up for Designer
Days pick-ups.Our high-end designer
merchandise is waning.Look through your
closets and send us the good stuff ! You
know the names! If you shop at the
city’ s best boutiques, we need your
hand-me-do wns.

Be pr oud of what y ou send! No rips,
no holes,no stains,no smells,no worn
spots.If you wouldn’ t w ear it, don’ t
send it!
We need accessories,jewelry, vintage
clothing and jewelry,hats,handbags,shoes,

popular name brands,ver y gentl y worn
designer name brands,men’s designer
clothing and accessories such as ties and
belts.

The shop continues to grow and serve the
community.We are having a big sale right
now and hope to have our fall
merchandise on display by the end of
August.Furniture continues to be a huge
part of our success.Always keep us in
mind before you get rid of something but
remember,be pr oud of what y ou send!

Thanks again and I look forward to seeing
each and every one of you at least once
at the shop!

Bon n i e

Thriftique Gears Up f or Designer Da ys
by Bonnie Rubin , Director of Retails Operations

HELP!

A pictur e is wor th a thousand w ords!
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Thriftique is fortunate to have many
volunteers who spend time at the shop in
preparation for Designer Days. As we all
know, the success of one has a direct link
to the other. Moving our shop to its new
location on Church Street in Swissvale,
has given us the greater capacity to handle
more merchandise and the capability of
displaying it in a more customer friendly
way.

Unpacking the vast numbers of donations
has presented the staff and volunteers
with a "big hill to climb".This “Volunteer
Spotlight” article is about several women
who have seen that mountain of bags as a
challenge knowing that the success of
Designer Days means unpacking and
sorting through all the clothes:Joan
Reich, Marlene Litman, Lenor e
Schwar tz, Rita Tauberg and Marsha
Stern . These terrific ladies have seen the
piles of bags reaching floor to ceiling
covering an entire wall,and yet, still they
come back! This might look like mission
impossible to most,but not this band of
five volunteers. Their commitment and
dedication to NCJW'S mission keeps
them focused on their job.

Marlene Litman has been a dedicated
volunteer working on both the Designer
Days committee and at the shop for four
years.Marlene and Lenore Schwartz are
responsible for all the meals served to the
volunteers at Designer Days.Marlene feels
working at the shop is "my way to give
back to the organization and the
community." Joan Reich has spent ten
years as a volunteer for Designer Days
and five working at the warehouse sorting
and pricing clothes.Joan spoke about the
"friendships and team work" that have
evolved over the years. Joan recognizes
the fact that there is so much to do and at
times,it is hard work, however, "it has to
get done because Designer Days is our
major fund raiser."  Lenore Schwartz has
spent the last four years working at the
shop. Lenore says" it just makes me feel
good to know that I am helping NCJW"
and knowing that she has made some
"wonderful friendships" is a terrific bonus.

Marsha Stern and Rita Tauberg are new
members to NCJW and immediately
expressed an interest in helping wherever
needed.So they too have been working
regularly at Thriftique.As new members of
NCJW they bring with them enthusiasm
for our Pittsburgh Section and its mission.

Rita expressed the feeling that she is "so
impressed with our mission of doing
meaningful projects for those in need."
Rita is happy to contribute at the shop
because it enables her to really be a part
of the mission.Marsha Stern returned to
Pittsburgh after 9/11 from New York.
Shortly after arriving, she became a
member and she is "thrilled with the
organization." Marsha found NCJW
members to be "warm and welcoming."
Marsha spends two days a week at the
shop. NCJW thanks these very fine
women for their dedication and devotion
to Thriftique, Designer Days and our
mission.

Thriftique is always looking for
volunteers to help on a continuous basis
or on short time projects. Recently, to
help unpack the bags of clothing,women
have been meeting Wednesday evenings
from 7-9 p.m.An interesting fact about
that first group of 24 women who worked
for the two hours was that 1,577 units of
clothing were sorted, hung and priced!
Can you imagine so much was
accomplished in only two hours? Please
call Bonnie Rubin at  412-271-0544 if you
are interested  in volunteering at the
Thriftique .

Volunteer Spotlight: Thriftique Angels
by Joan Etting er , Director of Programming

Who ar e they? Can you help us identify the w omen
modeling the DDD T-shir ts?

FURS WANTED!FURS WANTED!
for 2004 

Designer Days!

You may drop off your gently
worn furs at Anathan House 

Monday through Friday, 
9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

especially needs
furnitur e and
housewares!
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Silent Witness un veiling on Ma y 19th at the Edg ewor th Club .
Photo b y Pete Sabella, Beaver County Times photo grapher.

The Silent Witness Initiative of Western
Pennsylvania, managed by NCJW,
Pittsburgh Section,has been very busy
preparing for Domestic Violence month in
October, in addition to providing the
Witnesses for many regional events.

NCJW’s Twyla Sable will be honored on
October 1, 2004 during the Alle-Kiski
HOPE Center's 25th Anniversary
Celebration for her extensive work with
Domestic Violence.

On October 4th there will be a
candlelight vigil from 6-9 p.m. in
Renziehausen Park sponsored by
WomensPlace McKeesport. Silent
Witnesses will be unveiled during this
event.

Magee-Womens Hospital is having their
annual event on October 12th from 5-8
p.m.at the Pittsburgh Playhouse where an
original play, "Telling Secrets...Silent No
More" will be performed.The "witnesses"
will be on display at this event also.

NCJW will again march Downtown
carrying the Silent Witnesses on October
20th in conjunction with the YWCA's
March to Save Lives.

We also will again join forces with Crisis
Center North for an event titled "Empty
Place at the Table,” with the date to be
announced.

In addition,WomensPlace Purple Ribbon
Day will be held in high schools
throughout October.

We are still very involved with the Sheila's
Shawls project, providing hand-made
shawls, hats and mittens to victims and
their family members,and with the Poster
Project placing posters with hotline
numbers in places where women may
safely copy the numbers.

Volunteers are needed to help ‘freshen' up
the witnesses on a date to be determined,
replace missing posters,and to continue
to knit and crochet for Sheila’s Shawls.

We welcome any volunteers who wish to
help STOP THE VIOLENCE!

Silent Witness Initiativ e Activities
by Susan Tanzer

Committee L-R: Susan Nitzberg, Twyla Sable, Karen
Egorin, Phyllis Cohen and Liz Sha pir o Murph y



Reminder :
Open ing Meeting 

September 22 - Noon
Concor dia Club
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On Sunday, May 23, the Alle-Kiski Area Hope Center and
National Council of Jewish Women, Pittsburgh Section,
teamed up with Robb Rusiewicz,Chair of the Day, for a golf
outing to create awareness of the need for education of
school children about child abuse in the Alle-Kiski Area.The
event,at The Links at Spring Church in Apollo,PA, included 84
golfers and raised $3,800 for a program that was initiated last
year by Michelle Bond,Executive Director of the Hope
Center.

NCJW and Silent Witness Initiative had a table at the PPG
Industries Health Fair on Tuesday, June 15,in Monroeville.
Silhouettes and informative materials were available at the
booth,staffed by Twyla Sable.

L-R: Michelle Bond, Executiv e Dir ector ,Alle-
Kiski Ar ea Hope Center ;Twyla Sable, NCJW
Silent Witness Chair ; Marcy Sturg eon and
Robb Rusiewicz, co-chairs of Golf Outing

Alle-Kiski Ar ea Hope Center 
Holds Golf Outing

by Twyla Sable, Chair, Silent Witness Initiative

To quote Dr. Seuss in Mar vin K. Mooney, "The time has come,
the time is now." There are so many issues confronting us as
elections approach that we,as thinking and responsible members
of society, must address.I would ask you to act and do so in a
responsible manner by responding to email alerts, calls for
actions,participation in political activity and by actively recruiting
voter registration.

Just talking or grumbling does not make social change happen,and
a less than active response will not indicate to our elected
officials that we are interested in our futures.So I ask you to
write to your elected officials,contact the White House, act on
the e-mail alerts and make every effort to protect our individual
rights.

At risk are reproductive rights, health care issues,judicial
appointments,personal freedoms,and separation of church and
state, not to mention funding implements of all kinds for health
care, retirement and the entire spectrum.Think about reacting to
funding cuts in the areas of children and under-protected adults.
Think about reacting to an educational policy that pushes testing
rather than learning.Think about packing the courts and
commissions with the kinds of leadership that will restrict our
civil rights.

Become ACTIVE in the process and help create the changes we
need.

Social Action/ Education 
by Karen Egorin ,VICe PRESIDENT
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News From The Childr en's Rooms at the
Cour ts

by Joan Levy, Chair and Ellen Siegel, Director

Summer was,as usual,a busy time in the
Children’s Waiting Rooms.The months of
June and July alone brought us 1079
children.All three of the rooms (Family,
Criminal and Municipal) served 1,956
children from January through May. The
volunteer hours were provided by 48
adults,10 of them being college students.
We are most appreciative of the quality
time they have spent with the children.

As of May 31, Liesl Meyers, childcare
assistant at the Jane Lobl Waiting Room
and granddaughter of Jacy Eastland,
coordinator of the Municipal Court
Room,has,as they say, “moved on.” She
has relocated from the area to State
College,PA for employment and hopes to
join Americorps in the near future. She
said that she enjoyed her experience at
the Room and particularly loved to see
the children smile as she connected with
them through activities and play. She also
appreciated the positive effect that NCJW
has on the diverse population it serves.

As we bid farewell to Liesl,we extend a
warm welcome to Renee Blanchar d,
our new staff person in the Jane Lobl
Waiting Room.She is a single parent with
two children, a 20-year old son who
works as a welder in Philadelphia and a
14-year old daughter. Renee has 10 years
of experience working with young
children in childcare agencies and 10 years
working in the food service at the VA
Hospital.In 2000,she completed the Early
Childhood Education program at CCAC,
while working part time. We are very
pleased to have Renee in our program

providing quality care for the children and
a welcoming smile for the volunteers.

In addition to Renee, we are delighted to
welcome three new volunteers:Donna
Cabin, Carol Berkman and Betty
Jane Heatherington . The addition of
these women has brought to seven the
number of new volunteers who have
joined our ranks thus far in 2004.A special
thanks to all of them for choosing to
become a part of our project.

We recently received a $20,000 grant
from Neighborhood Needs for the
playroom at Municipal Court.This project
is financed in part with a grant from the
City of Pittsburgh through the
Neighborhood Needs Capital Program,
Tom Murphy, Mayor. We are grateful for
their generosity.

Have you ever wondered what to do with
all of those adult paperbacks when you
are finished reading them? We have a
suggestion for you. Drop them off at
Anathan House or call us at 412-350-
4588.Many of our parents/caregivers have
to wait for long periods of time for their
cases to be called.We thought it would be
a nice gesture to offer them some reading
material to make the waiting period a
little less stressful.

We are in the process of trying to make a
change-over from VCR to DVD. Our goal
is to build a library of children’s DVD’s,so
if you have any you would like to recycle,
please do as suggested above for books.

Anathan House
Renovation Update

by Lynne Jacobson,
Capital Campaign Chair

The NCJW staff and officers have settled
into the new space on the second floor
of Anathan House and are enjoying the
greatly improved functionality of the
offices.

Because of other fund-raising efforts
occurring in the next few months,we
have put the Capital Campaign on a
temporary “quiet” status.However, that
does not mean that we are not busy
seeking opportunities beyond our
membership to support the renovation
of the first floor and lower level.

And just in case you are looking for end-
of-the year tax deductions,please feel
free to contribute to the campaign.
Contributions of an y amount will be
greatly appreciated. It will all add up to
an improved Anathan House from which
NCJW and our non-profit tenants can
continue to serve our broad non-
sectarian community.

DEMOCRA CY: It’ s NOT a spectator spor t!

Vote on No vember 2 nd



9

NCJW Ser vices to the Elderl y: Suppor t Gr oups 
by Barbara Shor e, Chair andMarion Damick, Co-chair

The NCJW Services to the Elderly
committee is eager to help seniors and
their families know what services are
available. To achieve this, periodically
articles in our newsletter will focus on
available services.This month the focus is
on support groups.

Many are not aware of the numerous
support groups that service the Jewish
population as well as the community at
large. This is not intended to be a
complete listing,but only to indicate that
there is probably a support group for any
situation.
Under the auspices of AgeWell,Pittsburgh
(formerly NORC Project),a collaborative

effort of Jewish Association on Aging
(JAA),Jewish Family & Children's Service
(JFCS) and Jewish Community Center
(JCC),there are the following services:
The locations are in the ( ).

Stroke Survivor Support Group (JCC -
Squirrel Hill)
Caregivers Support (Anathan Club -
Anathan House)
Alzheimer's Support (JF&CS - Bartlett
Street))
Bereavement Support (JCC - Squirrel Hill)
AgeWell also has programs on Preventive
Care for Seniors, Preventing Memory
Problems, Heart Disease in Seniors,

Secrets of Beautiful Aging,and men's and
ladies' lunch bunch support groups.

For help in locating these services,call
Maxine Horn , ElderLink,412-411-0400.

Most disease-related organizations also
have support groups themselves. For
example, the Alzheimers Association
offers monthly gatherings that connect
families and caregivers coping with
Alzheimers,plus support groups for those
in early stages of dementia;and a group
for caregivers of those in the Early Stage.

Student Aid Assists Many Young People
by Nancy Israel , Student Aid Chair

The Student Aid Committee met in June 2004 to evaluate
applications for loans and grants.Our committee awarded a total
of $25,958:$20,500 in interest free loans and $5,458 in grants to
students.The loans awarded by the committee ranged from $500
to $1,000. Grants ranged from $98 to $1,500;21 students
received interest free loans.Of those,17 students received both
a grant and an interest free loan.

The professional staff at the Career Development Center of the
Jewish Family and Children's Services of Pittsburgh compiles
applications for assistance.At a series of meetings of the UJF's
Central Scholarship and Loan Referral Service,representatives of
the organizations that award grants and loans evaluate each
application.NCJW is part of this process and it is from that pool
that our applicants are chosen.

This year marks the last year that NCJW will have a loan
program.By decision of NCJW's Board of Directors,starting in
2005,Pittsburgh Section will award only grants to students.The
criteria for these grants from NCJW will be that the student be
Jewish, a resident of Allegheny County, and enrolled in an
accredited college or trade school.

The source of the grant money will be the continuing loan
repayments and additional money from the named funds.In
order to keep replenishing the money available,we will continue
to contact students as they graduate to establish a payment
schedule and continue to do the follow-up necessary to
complete the payments.

Dana Himmel ,my co-chair,and I would like to thank Rober ta
Feldman, Estelle Kruman, Madelain Tauberg and Lynette
Lederman for participating in the meeting that evaluated the

applicants and determined the loans and grants for each.We
appreciate their thoughtful participation.

Special thanks also go to Lisa Boehmk e, Executive Assistant at
NCJW, who makes Dana and me look good and keeps this very
complicated process running smoothly. And, finally, thanks to
Cindy Busis , Executive Director, and Judy Cohen , President,
for their guidance and support of the committee's efforts in the
past year.

Grants are made from interest earned by 20 named funds and
the Anniversary Fund.The current named funds are:

Doris S.Balter
Marjorie S.Balter

Dr. Paul S.and Gertrude F. Caplan
Philip and Miriam Ellovich

Josephine and Samuel Feldman
Lawrence W. Frank

Norman and Tillie Grotstein
Susan and Barney Guttman Family

Krasik Family
Jack and Estelle Kruman and Family

Sylvan Libson
Jerome and Ruth Lieber

Jack and Mathilda Mendelbaum and Family
Rachel F. and Irwin W. Porter

Martha Rosen
Florence and Frank Sklar
Regina and Ernest Stern

Joel B.Strauss
Madelain and Herbert R.Tauberg

Steven B.Whitman Memorial Fund
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L-R: Nicole Ev oy, Lynn Farber , Melanie Weisbord,
Christine Stone , Jennifer Fink elstein

and Randi Shaw

L-R: Christine Stone , Lynette Lederman, Nicole Barmen
Evoy, Lynne Garf inkel, Lynn Farber , Jennifer Fink elstein,

Benji and Dana Himmel

Benji and Dana Himmel, Jennifer Fink elstein,
Robin B. Friedman

Randi Shaw, left, and Melanie Weisbord

Young Women’ s Group in Action

This spring,NCJW Young Women's Group applied for, and
received, a grant from the United Jewish Federation. We
proposed a series of speakers in three suburban locations to
attract young,unaffiliated Jewish women-in other words,bringing
NCJW to the suburbs.The series is focused on "Election Year
2004:Civil Liberties Issues" and we are spotlighting two issues
that are critical during this election season and critical to NCJW
- Reproductive Rights and the USA PATRIOT Act. Each session
has at least three panelists and an emcee, all of local and/or
national prominence. Here are the details:

All sessions are 7-9 p.m.

Monday, October 4 at the South Hills JCC: Focus on
Reproductive Rights:panelists include Elsie Hillman,community
leader;Kim Evert, President and CEO of  Planned Parenthood of
Western PA; and Rabbi Jessica Locketz , who  represents the
Central Conference of American Rabbis (Reform) on the
Council of Governors for the Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice. The emcee for this session is our very
own Nancy Polinsky Johnson. Chairs: Sheryl and Julie
Silverman.

Thursda y, October 14 at Temple Oha v Shalom, Nor th
Hills: Focus on the USA PATRIOT Act: panelists include Vic
Walczak,ACLU; Mary Beth Buchanan,US Attorney General's
office;Cindy Richey, director of Mt. Lebanon Public Library; Jeff
Killeen,Pittsburgh District FBI Chief Counsel,and Ken Gormley,
Duquesne University School of Law. The emcee for this session
is Jon Delano, KDKA's election expert. Chair: Am y Sable.

Tuesday, October 19 at O'Hara Elementar y School, Fox
Chapel: Focus on Reproductive Rights:panelists include Kim
Evert, President and CEO of Planned Parenthood of Western PA,
a national Benchmark speaker to be determined,and Rabbi James
Gibson of Temple Sinai.This session's emcee is Lynn Cullen.
Chairs:Andr ea Glickman andRaimee Gor don.

Please plan to attend at least one (or all!!!) of the sessions.We
hope to show NCJW's strength,not just in our position on
issues,but our strength in numbers.The sessions are free of
charge and include a dessert reception.If you have any questions,
please contact any of the session chairwomen,Cindy Busis in
the NCJW office (412-421-6118),or Lynne Garf inkel.

NCJW Pittsburgh Section’ s Suburban Series -  
"Election Year 2004: Civil Liber ties Issues" 

by Lynne Garf inkel
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Some people
never change!

Our f irst Herita ge
Society Chair and

Past President,
Elizabeth Fineg old

NCJW 
Heritage
Society

Members 
Anon ymous (2)
Kat h y Ar nheim

Mar jor ie Balt er*
Lois Blauf eld

Char lo tt e Blues t one
Jane Br of f

Ger tr ude Caplan
Sandr a Cher ne w

Gene Dic kman
Kar en Egor in

Jan Alper t Eng elber g
Elizabe t h F inegold
Mar cella F inegold

Rut h O. F r ank
Rut h Gar f ink el
Patty Hour vitz

Lynne Jacobson
Nat alie K aplan

Judi K asdan
Ther esa Cohen Lac kenbac h*

Eileen Lane
Lyne tt e Leder man

Anne Leif er*
Rut h Lieber

Ber nice E. Me yer s
Jac kie Mir o witz

Gail Kr onheim N eus t adt
Rac hel P or t er*

Joan R eic h
Mildr ed R osenber g
Ilene F r eilic h Ross

Twy la Sable
Barbar a Sieg el

Ellen Sieg el
Lynne Sieg el

Mona S tr assbur g er
Joan W einbaum
Car ol W illiams

*Deceased          

For information on how to
become a member of the

Heritage Society, please call
the NCJW office at 

412-421-6118.

Membership 
by Phyllis Cohen ,Vice President

What makes NCJW such a successful
organization?  "Its members,of course," says
the Vice President of Membership. I have
been involved with volunteer organizations
for seventeen years.Whether we choose to
pay our dues,become life members,or
volunteer our time, I believe that every
member volunteers in some way.NCJW has
a strong backbone in our seasoned
members who are always there to lend a
hand and they are truly amazing.Then we
have what I call our "steadies." You know,
the ones that are on all the lists to call for
help. We are so fortunate to have a vastly
strong core of those women. But our
continued strength comes from our
relatively new Young Women's Group.
These women are the future of NCJW,
bright, articulate, organized,fashionable,
well-informed,they have it all.Monte Carlo
Night was the first event that was chaired
by three young women,Christine Stone ,
Jackie Rosenberg, Lynn Farber and
their very capable intergenerational
committee. Not only was it financially
successful,but also because we had all
generations supporting this event.

One of my goals as membership VICE
PRESiDENT was to do an outreach
program to suburban areas.My motto is,"If
they can't come to NCJW, then NCJW will
come to them."  We met with Liz Murph y

and Susan Nitzberg from Sewickley to
identify which project would best fit their
women.The project they felt most strongly
about was the Silent Witness Initiative.Ten
new silhouettes were unveiled during their
very successful program. We are now
working on our next collaboration.

As you may know, our upcoming Election
2004 series,underwritten by a United
Jewish Federation grant that was designed
to reach out to young, unaffiliated Jews,
single and married also will take NCJW to
the suburbs.The important topics we chose
are reproductive rights to be addressed in
Fox Chapel and South Hills,and USA
PATRIOT Act to be discussed in North
Hills. We are looking forward to three
exciting and successful programs.

If you are a member of NCJW, then you
know just how satisfied and fulfilled you will
feel at the end of the day. Maybe you would
like to get a little or a lot more involved.
Our best selling point is that we support
local,non-sectarian community projects.You
see the fruits of your labor,your dollars well
spent,and a source of pride that you are
part of an outstanding, worthwhile
organization.Why not tell a friend? Thank
you for being a member.

FOUND:
CAR KEY

(Acura remote - found in box with donations)

KEY
(with CVS and City of Pittsburgh SOS tags 8/4/04)

EYE GLASSES 
(black with coppery trim; left in office a few months ago)
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NCJW Women and Gender Studies Pr ogram:
First Graduating Class

This June, 41 students will be graduating
from Tel Aviv University in the NCJW
Women and Gender Studies Program.
Prof. Itamar Rabinovitch,president of Tel
Aviv University remarked:"I am delighted
by the fact that the first class of The
Women and Gender Studies Program,
sponsored by NCJW, at Tel Aviv
University, is graduating this June. In
addition to the traditional tasks of
teaching and research,Tel Aviv University
has undertaken to [make an] impact on
the Israeli public arena. Changing
traditional preconceptions of the role of
women in Israeli society is a major issue
and I am confident that this very
successful program is already having a
very positive effect."

Launched in October 2001,the program
is the first bachelor's degree program-
granting program of its kind in Israel and
the Middle East.Endowed by NCJW, the

program is a dual-major track,with the
majority of its students studying in the
fields of sociology,anthropology, law,math
and psychology. Adjunct to the academic
program is the NCJW Women Studies
Forum.With the support of NCJW, the
Forum has evolved from an informal
group of scholars to an organized
association that sponsors major
conference and lecture series, offers
training courses to Israeli officials and
delivers vital services to women on
campus.

Over the past three years,eleven women
have received NCJW scholarships that
required them to provide community
service along side of their academic track.
Michal Engleberg,an NCJW scholarship
recipient,was asked to comment on the
effect that her studies have had on her.
She replied:"The program has increased
my awareness of the false cognition of the

status of women in my society and has
given rise to my active involvement in
making a change. As a political science
student, with aspirations to reach an
influential diplomatic position,I tend to
consider the fact that the greatest
obstacle for women to make a significant
influence on Israeli society is the fact that
the retired generals easily reach key
power positions."

Hopefully,with the change in the structure
of the Israeli army today, more and more
women will be able to break the glass
ceiling that Michal is referring to here.As
part of Michal's contribution to society,
she volunteers at a shelter for homeless
runaways, providing far and beyond the
hours required by her scholarship terms.
Please join NCJW in congratulating Michal
and her fellow- graduating students,the
class of 2004.

NCJW - June,2004

$250 - 499
Bee Jee Morrison 
$100 - 249
Charlotte Bluestone
Lois Finkelstein
Susan Sternburg
Marcia Stewart
Shirley Wein

Under $100
Louise M.Baruth
Wendy Kaplan
Rachel Landman
Caren M.Sniderman
Barbara and EmilTrellis
Ruth Westerman & J.Robert Myers
Madeline Zukerman

Past Presidents, L-R: Judi
Kasdan and Elyse Eichner.

L-R: Judy Cohen, President, Dottie Grinberg,
Lynne Siegel, Cindy Busis, Cynthia Abrams,

Judy Smizik

The Gr een Team: Elyse Eichner, Ruth
Garf inkel, Lynette Lederman and

Nancy Johnson

L-R: Lynne Jacobson,Barb Siegel
and Gene Dickman

Stay at Home Ball Celebration in J une

Stay at Home Ball - Late Additions
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NCJW Ar chives Program
by Michael Dabrishius ,

Assistant University Librarian for Archives and Special Collections

Mark your calendars for November 15, 2004!
On that date University of Pittsburgh archivists
will provide a special program that will focus on
the National Council of Jewish Women,Pittsburgh
Section’s Archives. Over forty years ago the
NCJW began to donate its historical materials to
the University, a practice that continues to this
day.As part of the program,archivists will provide
an overview of their collections and how the
NCJW materials fit in.They will also talk about
what they do with materials once they are
received.They will explain how they preserve and
manage materials,including all varieties of papers,
such as letters,but also photographs,oral history
tapes,and scrapbooks.Some members may be
interested in this program to learn more about
how your own family materials could be best
preserved. Archivists will also provide insight to
how historical materials are used and why it's so
important that collections should be saved.

The Archives Service Center, which is where the
NCJW materials are located, has nearly 700
individual collections that document the history
of Pittsburgh and the surrounding area.While,yes,
it's part of the University of Pittsburgh,its
collections are not just for the students and
faculty of Pitt.You will be pleased to learn that its
collections are open to anyone. For example, this
past summer a group of high school students

visited the Archives during their scheduled class
period to research and write papers on social
activism in the 1960s.The students spent three
class periods visiting the Archives before they
wrote their papers. And people interested in
genealogy find the collections valuable to
document their own family history.

The Archives Service Center, which is a
department of the University Library System,is
located at 7500 Thomas Boulevard near the
intersection of Penn Avenue and Braddock. It is
part of a large building that was recently
renovated and expanded.There are many other
departments in the facility, including the Digital
Research Library and the Preservation
Department.The facility also has shelving to store
nearly three million books! Indeed,you may be
surprised to learn that more library employees
actually work at the Thomas Boulevard facility
than at Hillman Library, the main library building.

A tour of the Archives and other departments
will be part of the program,which will begin at
11:00 a.m.Light refreshments will be also
included.Look for additional information and an
announcement around October 1.Unfortunately,
due to space constraints,the program must be
limited to 45 members.

The National Council of Jewish Women,Inc.,(NCJW) is a volunteer organization,inspired by Jewish values,

that works through a program of research,education,advocacy and community service,to improve the quality

of life for women,children and families and strives to ensure individual rights and freedoms for all.

President
Judy Greenwald Cohen

Boar d of Dir ectors
Cheryl Braver
Gertrude Caplan
Sandra Chernew
Dena Chottiner
Cathy Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Marion Damick
Karen Egorin
Robin Elson
Nicole Barmen Evoy
Lynn Farber
Jennifer Finkelstein
Robin B.Friedman
Lynne Garfinkel
Laurie Gottlieb
Dorothy Grinberg
Susan Gross
Bernice Herzog
Amy Himmel
Dana Himmel
Nancy Israel
Aileen Jubelirer
Marion Kabet
Estelle Kruman
Eileen Lane
Joan Levy
Nancy Recht
Martha Rosen
Jackie Rosenberg
Twyla Sable
Randi Shaw
Barbara Shore
Barbara Siegel
Lynne Siegel
Janet Spear
Christine Stone
Mona Strassburger
Judy Vernick
Susanne Wean
Joan Weinbaum
Melanie Weisbord

Past Presidents
Gene Dickman
Elyse Eichner
Barbara Felman
Elizabeth Finegold
Marcia Frumerman
Patty Hourvitz
Lynne S.Jacobson
Judi Kasdan
Mina Kavaler
Carolyn Lebovitz
Lynette Lederman
Margaret Libson
Ruth Lieber
Elaine London
Merrille Weissman
Carol Williams

Executiv e Dir ector
Cynthia Busis

Dir ector of Pr ogramming
Joan Ettinger

NCJW Board

Contribution Car d
Date:___________________________________________________

Acknowledge to:___________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________

In memory of:_____________________________________________

In honor of:_______________________________________________

Donor’s Name:____________________________________________

Donor’s Address:___________________________________________

Amount ($5 minimum):______________________________________1

Please make checks payable and mail to:
NCJW * 1620 Mur ray Avenue *  Pittsburgh, PA 15217

Phone:412-421-6118 Fax:412-421-1121
E-mail:info@ncjwpgh.org



14

In memor y of:

Sam Rider
Phyllis & Jack Ochs

Dawn Hirsch, sister of Dana & Alan
Himmel,daughter of Joel Hirsch

Nancy Israel
Judi & Richard Kasdan
Eliott & Gerry Tanack
Susan & Peter Tanzer & Family
Shelly, Mark & Lauren Haffner
Sandy & Nick Chernew
Barb & Ed Siegel
Amy & Jed Cohen
Janet Kamon
Gene Dickman
Cindy Busis
Roberta Feldman
Laurie Gottlieb
Eileen & Nick Lane
Joan & Leonard Scheinholtz
Ruth Garfinkel
Dr. & Mrs.David Rosenbloom
Cheri & Joel Schwartz
Matt & Beth Schwartz
Hallee & John Temple
Esther & Mitchell Sperling
Andrea Wedner
Andrea & David Glickman
Constance Schwartz
Elaine & Todd Miller
Judy Cohen
Faith Siskind
Toby Neufeld
Joan & Jim Reich
Ellen Garvin
Roz & Irv Shapiro
Elyse & Marty Eichner
Terri Cohen
Barb Kalla
Mr. & Mrs.Kevin Carbone
Diane Mandell
Tracey & Scott Cook
John & Marybeth Hanasewych
Jan & Sandy Mankin
Sharyn Goodson
Jason Chippich & Family
Ferne Friedman Rogow
Susan Hersh
Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Barbara & Danny Shapira
Rabbi Jessica Locketz & Larry Schwartz
Kathy,Alan & Cory Pattak

Susan Pavsner, sister of Jay & Ilene
Fingeret,Arnold & Denise Fingeret

Lynne & David Siegel

Howard Swar tz, father of Lynne &
Blair Jacobson

Judy Cohen
Janet & Michael Kamon
Rabbi Jessica Locketz & Larry Schwartz

Joseph Gr eenberger , father of Patti
Shensa

Judi & Richard Kasdan
Jack Gutkind, father of Dr. Richard
Gutkind

Bobbi Feldman
Mother of Dr. & Mrs.Gerald Solot

Lynne & David Siegel
Ir ving Levenson, husband of

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Father of Lou Dunn & Family

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Ger r y Wolk , mother of Karen & Steven
Feinstein

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Henr y Melnick , father of Renee Abrams,

Mike & Ellen Siegel
Alan Apter , husband of Marcella

Estelle Kruman & Family
Bob & Frommie Whitman

Mickey Hor owitz, husband of Shirley
Lynne & David Siegel

Doris Eckstein
Estelle Kruman & Family

Janece Arno witz
Estelle Kruman & Family

Lynne Robins, daughter of Beverly &
Harvey Robins

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Har vey Serbin, husband of Sarah,
brother of Mina Kavaler

Estelle Kruman & Family
Fran & Ivan Caplan

Paul Kossis,husband of Miriam,father of
Barbara & Lester Parker, grandfather of
Lynn & Lance Farber

Barb & Ed Siegel
Lynne & Blair Jacobson
Fran & Ivan Caplan  
Lynne & David Siegel
Joan Ettinger

Uncle of Rich Hommel & Family
Lenore & Bill Schwartz

Sister of Frances Metcalf
Lenore & Bill Schwartz

Norman Krause , father of Judith &
Lewis Krause, Jacqui & Barry Krause, and
Cheryl & Aaron Krause

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Lynne & David Siegel
Geraldine Browarsky

Lou Soloff
Estelle Kruman & Family

Jo Ann Meier’ s father
Cindy Busis

In honor of:

Melanie Egorin ’s Ph.D.
Lynne & Blair Jacobson

Daniel Gilman ’s graduation from CMU
Lynne & Blair Jacobson

Mallor y Kasdan’s engagement
Norb & Ethel Weikers

Dot & Charles Sam uel’s 60th
anniversary

Marcia Stewart
Dottie Grinberg’ s 8 Over 80 Award

Estelle Kruman & Family
Barb & Ed Siegel
Twyla Sable
Marcia & Bob Frumerman
Cindy Busis

Ger r y Ostr ow’s 8 Over 80 Award
Estelle Kruman & Family

Donald Butler’ s quick recovery
Betty & Joe Berger

Ethan Silv erman ’s Bar Mitzvah,
grandson of Marlene & Art Silverman

Ellen & Mike Siegel
David Lersch’ s special birthday

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Ruth Le vaur’s twin great-grandchildren

Martha Berg
Jerome Lieber’ s birthday

Jeanette Widom
Lynne Garf inkel’s NCJW Emerging
Leader Award

Susan Berman
Sally Rogalsky’s Special Birthday

Estelle Kruman & Family
Stanley & Ellen Marks ’ son Jordan’s
graduation

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Mr. & Mrs. Gilber t Weil’s grand-
daughter Emily's graduation

Dr. & Mrs.Herbert Tauberg
Marlene Litman’ s Special Birthday

Lenore & Bill Schwartz
Georgia Da vidson’s new home

Martha Berg
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Rubinoff ’s Special
Anniversary

Fran & Ivan Caplan
Natalie & Don Klein’ s anniversary &
Don’s birthday

Linda Shensa & Steve Goodman



15

Jody Berg er
2549 Mt.Royal Rd.
Pittsburgh,PA  15217
412-420-6245

Jude Ann Bloom
5529 Dunmoyle Street
Pittsburgh,PA  15217
412-682-2191

*Rose E. Constantino
6 Carmel Court
Pittsburgh,PA  15221
412-243-6446

Adrienne F reedel
300 Fox Chapel Rd #307
Pittsburgh,PA  15238
412-781-0778

Valerie Krasneski-Schr eiber
1005 Cider Mill Drive
Gibsonia,PA  15044
724-443-8534

Janice L.Moliner o
1212 Gallupe Drive
Pittsburgh,PA  15226
412-531-3975

Bonnie Noll
3715 Knarr Road
Tyrone, PA  16686
607-222-2614

*Nancy Cohen Shlomo
5809 Marlborough Avenue
Pittsburgh,PA  15217
412-421-9721

AnnaMarie Tott
501 Valhalla Drive
Sewickley, PA  15143
412-741-23348

Louise Yeiser
911 Centennial Avenue
Sewickley, PA  15143
412-741-7910

Adrienne Young
465 Leet Road
Sewickley, PA  15143
412-741-8203

*Joined as Life Member

Please clip these lists and ad d them to y our membership dir ector y!
May 10 - August 4, 2004

New Members

Directory Corrections

Address/Phone/Name
Changes (in bold)

Diane Alexander
dede@soonipi2.com

Teri Cowan
412-682-5105IN MEMORIAM

Doris Eckstein

Brian Ka plan’s marriage, son of Dr. &
Mrs. Steve Winters, grandson of Joan
Kaplan

Dr. & Mrs.Herbert Tauberg
Fran & Ivan Caplan

Louisa Rosenthal’ s speedy recovery
Sandy Goodman

Julian Eisner’ s Bar Mitzvah
Fran & Ivan Caplan

Maril yn Widlan’ s Bat Mitzvah
Mike & Ellen Siegel

Dr. & Mrs Lar r y Hurwitz’ s new
grandson

Marcella Finegold

Ida W agner’ s speedy recovery
Linda Shensa & Steve Goodman

Ruth Garf inkel’s retirement
Marjorie C. Greenberger

Madelain & Herber t Tauberg’s 55th
anniversary

Perry & BeeJee Morrison
Rober t Frumerman’ s 80th birthday

Perry & BeeJee Morrison 
As of August 4,2004

Visit Pittsburgh
Section on the

web:
www.ncjwpgh.org 

Amanda Greenwald
1041 Parkvie w Blvd
Pittsburgh, PA  15217
412-777-1555

Aileen Jubelirer
183 Blue Grass Cir cle
Monr oeville , PA  15146
412-856-6556

Virginia Kaufman
900 W ashington Rd #203
Pittsburgh, PA  152287-2031
412-572-3477

Rachel Latterman
220 N. Dithridg e Str eet
Pittsburgh,PA 15213

Suzanne Wagner
414 Schenley Road
Pittsburgh, PA  15217

ElderLink
412-422-0400

A free central resource for
older adults and their family

members,friends and caregivers
with concerns about issues
including but not limited to:
care management,adult day care,

geriatric assessment,dementia and
dementia care, home care or home

health services,assisted living,nursing
home, other residential care options,
transportation,home-delivered meals,

escorts,or shopping services,etc.



Dates to Remember

September

1 NCJW Board Meeting,Marcia Atkind,National President
Anathan House 10:00 a.m.

6 Labor Day, NCJW office closed

22 Opening Program Meeting:Luncheon,Concordia Club Noon

15 Rosh Hashanah Eve
16-17 Rosh Hashanah,NCJW office closed

24 Kol Nidre
25 Yom Kippur, NCJW office closed

30 Sukkot, NCJW office closed

October

1 Sukkot, NCJW office closed

4 Young Adult Initiative, Election Year 2004:Civil Liberties Issues
JCC South Hills 7:00 p.m.

7 Shemini Atzeret,NCJW office closed
8 Simchat Torah,NCJW office closed

13 NCJW Board Meeting at Thriftique 7:00 p.m.

14 Young Adult Initiative, Election Year 2004:Civil Liberties Issues
Ohav Shalom 7:00 p.m.

19 Young Adult Initiative, Election Year 2004:Civil Liberties Issues
Fox Chapel 7:00 p.m.

20 Domestic Violence March with Silent Witnesses,Downtown

November

6, 7, 8 Designer Days 2004,Greater Pittsburgh ExpoMart 

11 Judea Pearl,author, JCC 7:00 p.m.

15 NCJW Archives event,Archives Service Center, 7500 Thomas Boulevard

16 NCJW Board Meeting 9:00 a.m.

25-26 Thanksgiving,NCJW office closed

December

5 Jewish Community Domestic Violence event

16
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Executive Director’s Message 3
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9

Young Women’s Group Suburban
Series:Election Year 2004 - Civil
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10

Membership
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11
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NCJW
1620 Murray Avenue
Pittsburgh,PA 15217
412-421-6118 
info@ncjwpgh.org

Judy Cohen
President

Lynne S. Jacobson
Editor

Cynthia Busis
Executive Director

Joan Etting er
Director of
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